Winter 2006

Low Flows in the Watershed

This past summer in late August and September, strea
flows in the main stem of the Pomperaug River and some of it
tributaries had diminished to levels comparable to some dbwhest
levels observed since records began in 1932. Observatiaeshya|
the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) during this period, asopéne
Pomperaug River Watershed Study being conducted in coopera
with the Town of Woodbury and the Pomperaug River Watershg
Coalition, indicate that when the streamflow in the PompeRiver
measured at the Southbury gauge falls below approximately & cj
feet per second (cfs), the lower reaches of several triesita the &
Pomperaug are dry. The dry streambed of one of theséaties, . Lo
South Brook, is shown in the photograph to the right. South Brook on August 26, 2005, behind the

An examination of the long term daily average streamflow  Milestone Motel on South Pomper aug Avenue
record for the Pomperaug River at Southbury (1932 to the pyesen
shows that periods of average daily streamflow in the riiemb@ cfs occur almost exclusively in late summer and
fall. Only four years since 1932 have had a greater nuaflziys of flow less than 8 cfs than the summer of 2005.

Dry streambeds result from a lack of rainfall and heghpotranspiration (evaporation and loss of water by
uptake and transpiration of water through the leaves «f &ne@ other plants). During periods of low rainfall, tinest
important source of water to streams is the flow of uydemnd water into them. Thus, any

continued on p. 2

Schaefer Joins Coalition as Executive Director

In October 2005 long-time experience, having worked in a Coalition. The Coalition welcomes
Woodbury resident Cris H. Schaefemanagement capacity in industry fohis enthusiasm and expertise and
joined the Coalition as Executive  many years. He has worked locally looks forward to the direction and
Director, replacing Laurie Giannotti, as a volunteer and has been a life- energy he will provide as the
who had left the Coalition to take a long outdoors enthusiast as hiker, Coalition moves forward with its
teaching position. Cris brings to thebird-watcher, and fisherman. scientific research projects and brings
Coalition a wealth of administrative “Environmental issues are aits mission to local residents as we
family affair, as | have a daughter work together to protect our precious
who is Associate Director of Dam water resources
Programs of the Northeast Field
Office of the national organization
American Rivers, and a son-in-law
who is a fish biologist working for
the State of Connecticut,” says Cris.

Cris is eager to bring his experience We thank our volunteers,
il to bear on the strategic planning members and donors!
§ implementation, volunteer manage-

ment, and financial and constituency See page 3....

Schaefer hiking the Appalachian Trail support building important to the
in 1998 growth and sustainability of the
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continued from p.1 which these factors change over time,

factor that reduces the underground the streams of the Pomperaug Water-
water supply will in turn decrease the Shed may experience more frequent
amount of water available to a stream&Xtreme low flows such as were

Such factors include the pumping of €xperienced this past summer.
groundwater, such as for residential The streamflow at the

wells and public water supplies, and Pomperaug River Southbury gauge
the presence of impervious surfaces €an be viewed on line at the USGS
such as rooftops, streets, and drive- Connecticut websitbttp:/

ways, which reduce the amount of ~ Waterdata.usgs.gov/ct/nwasd

Contact Information open ground into which whatever through links at the PRWC website
Fax: 203-264-0222 By David Bjerklie

the underground water supply.

Email: info@pomperaug.org Depending on the extent to

Website: www.pomperaug.org

U.S Geological Survey

PRWC STAFF .
Pomperaug Watershed Site of Geology Tour
: Last October, Bill Burton of the
Cris H. Schaefer . ’ .
Administrative Coordinator U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) and his [
Marion Griswold colleagues Greg McHone and Phil Huber |

Executive Director

Project Manager, Water a geologic tour through the Pomperaug R
Resources Management Program Watershed as part of the 2005 New Engla
Margery Winters Intercollegiate Geologic Conference

(NEIGC), hosted this year by Yale Univer
BOARD OF DIRECTORS sity. About 40 people attended from
academic institutions including Yale,

Marcg.h?z;;T;??M.D. Rutgers, State University of NY, Brooklyn
Vice-Chairman College, Keene State, Virginia Tech,
J. Lawrence Pond Connecticut State, and Ohio University ag
Vice-Chairman well as the USGS and state geological
Joseph Eisenberg Surveys of Maine, Vermont, and
Secretary Connecticut.
Joyce Hornbecker The field trip focused on the bedrg
Treasurer geology of the Pomperaug basin which

Lucinda Hunt-Sowel |

S Geologist Bill Burton
plainsthe newly-drawn bedrock
map of the Pomperaug Valley

underlies the Watershed between Woodb
and Southbury. The bedrock includes red
sandstone visible in the village of South
Britain and the basalt, quarried for trap rock
by O&G Industries, that forms the ridges of East HillaBHlill, and the Orenaug
Hills. The Pomperaug basin is a small rift basin tleaetbped in the older,
eroded metamorphic rocks of the western Connecticut uplanlde early
Mesozoic era (225-200 million years ago), during the break&anfea and the
separation of North America from Europe and Africdne Pomperaug basin is a
miniature version of the much larger Hartford basin to tlsg @#ich extends
from Long Island Sound to central Massachusetts.

The field trip featured a hike around the very complex gecddfatt
Farm Nature Preserve in Southbury, visits to the trapgoarries in Southbury
and Woodbury, and a lunch stop in the front yard of Coalitiembers Cathy
and Brian Skinner, where the metamorphic rocks at the edfe bhasin were
examined. A written guide to the field trip is publishednalwith all the other
field trips of the three-day conference, in the 2005 NE¢@idebook, available
from the Connecticut Department of Environmental Protectiap:/

dep.state.ct.us/store/). continued on last page



From the Executive Director

Greetings to friends and members of the Coalition. dtpeasure and a privilege -
be part of an organization which is working so hard togataiur precious Watershed and
become widely known for its unique, science-based approactetgrietection and manage
ment. Thanks to my predecessor Laurie Giannotti, to tlaedBaf Directors, and to our
donors and volunteers, the Coalition has had a very succgsaful lts accomplishments
include the continuation of its volunteer streamwalk progmakVater Resources Managem:
Plan which is posted on the Coalition website, and thecweapletion of river flow and fish

habitat computer models.

All these efforts have been made possible by the finhsgpport of individual
donors and members, the state, our local towns and wititgragimpanies, local businesses
and foundations. Our heartfelt thanks to all those listedvbieliotheir generosity and
participation in our important mission. A financial foB@0 is available for review at the

Coalition office at the Bent of the River Audubon Center.

I look forward to working with you all. Call me at 203-267-170¢ou would like
to find some way to help us with our activities orafijjust want to talk about our Watershe

and its rivers.  €ris
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support

Fall Festival

monitoring

Mary Giampietro -marketing

consulting

Thank you, donors and members! for gifts received
during the period 7/1/04 to 11/30/05:

Abbey of Regina Laudis*

M/M Harmon Andrews*

Anonymous

Archdiocese of Hartford

M/M Al Avitable

Margaret Baldrige

Lisa Bannon

M/M William Bassett*

Murray Belsky

Bennett Sullivan Assoc.

M/M John Benson*

Bethlehem Land Trust

Betsey Rouse Bette

Paul & Maureen Bette

Dr Marianne Bette

Helen Blanchard

M/M Carter Booth

Bert Boyson

Hunter Brawley

M/M Dermott Breen

M/M Roy Breg

M/M Donald Briggs*

M/M Bruce Bunch*

Mark Burns

M/M Thomas Burns

M/M Pete Campbell

M/M Alfio Candido*

Dr Mark Cantin

Chapin Business Services

Susan Cheatham

Donna Civitello & Robert
Carter

Dr/M Tony Comunale

M/M Edward Donlon
Mary Dowling

Dr/M David Dressler
M/M Edward Edelson*
M/M Joseph Eisenberg*
Anna Famiglietti
Kenneth Faroni*

Mary Kay Flaherty

M/M William Fleming
Ethel Follett*

Walter Koons

Mary Lade

M/M Peter Laskas

M/M Benton Leach*
M/M Dick Leavenworth*
Donna Lesch

M/M Robert Lieber*
M/M Donald Liebeskind*
Nancy Liedlich

Dr Heng Liem

Suzanne Cottone & Thoma#nn Hinman Lilley

Ford
M/M Allan Frew
M/M Donald Garber
Mary Giampietro
Laurie Giannotti*
M/M Earl Gillette*
Don Giroux
M/M Donald Goss
Grace Jones Richardson
Trust
M/M Duncan Graham
Jeanie Graustein
M/M Darton Greist
Marion Griswold
M/M Edward Hagen*
M/M Henry Hart*
M/M Richard Heebner*
Heritage Water Company
Richard Hine
Joyce Hornbecker*
Virginia Horrigan
Karen Huber*

CT Community Foundation Russell Huff

Ernie Coppock

M/M Raymond Coulombe
M/M Tom Crider*
M/M Edward Currie
Deloris Curtis*

Stuart Daly
Chauncey Dance
Ingrid Davis

M/M Arthur Dayton, Jr
Eileen Denver

M/M Henry DeVries

M/M James Hummel
Gerald Ivers (dec.)
M/M Raman lyer

Lore Jarmul*

M/M Eric Johnson
Robin Johnson

Tom Keilty*

M/M Michael Kenney
Drs Bill & Liann Kimball
M/M Samuel Klausner*
Patricia Knowlton

M/M Michael Loeb*

M/M Sherman London

M/M John Longstreth*

Judith Lovdal

Dr/M Richard Loyer

M/M Chris Maloney

M/M Ecton Manning*

Mark Manville

M/M Roland Manzi

Virginia Mason*

Judy Massicotte*

M/M David Mathieu

Dr/M Michael Matzkin

M/M George Maytrott*

M/M Joel McCorkle

Maureen McDermott

Vincent McDermott*

Dr Gregory McHone

M/M Tom McMackin

Nancy McMillan & Doug
Mahard

M/M Donald Metcalf

Nancy Shea Metcalf

Michelle Milczanowski

Mary Millett*

Arthur Milnor*

Margaret Miner*

Susan Monserud & Ric
Sonder*

Donald Montfort

Kevin Moran*

Regina Badura & Egbert
Most

John Nelson, Jr*

P NN\ S S S S N N 0 S NS S N S N O

M/M Peter North

O & G Industries

M/M Martin Overton

M/M Paul Palmer*

Dr/M Christopher Parker

M/M David Pavlick

Marc Pavlick

M/M Andrew Peklo llI

Kate Wilson Peterson

M/M Raymond Pichey

M/M Dennis Pistone

M/M Edward Platt Il

Carole Polak

M/M Larry Pond*

Carol Powers

Nancy Rahuba

Catherine Rawson

Curtis Read*

Albert Redway, Jr

M/M Douglas Ritchie

M/M Eric Roundy

Bob McWilliam & Wesley
Rouse

M/M Ernest Ruchman

St Thomas the Apostle
Church

M/M Cris Schaefer

M/M Mark Schocken*

Mieke Schuyler*

Justine Sedergren*

M/M Clark Sellars

John Setaro*

M/M Frank Sherer

Drs Brian & Catherine
Skinner

Smith & Co

M/M Stuart Somers

Keith Sorensen*

Southbury Community
Trust Fund

M/M Benjamin Stiles

M/M Daniel Stowell*

Martha Sturgis

M/M Stedman Sweet

Dr/M Marc Taylor*

Ingrid Davis-PRW(C table at Flander

Resources Management Plan
Christina Ferloni -groundwater

Donna Lesch - streamwalk committee
Mieke Schuyler -PRWC table at
Bethlehem Garlic & Harvest Festival

W
¥
¥
¥
¥
¥
¥
¥
¥
i Eileen Denver -editing of Water
¥
¥
¥
¥
¥
¥
¥
¥
¥

Our thanks to these volunteers for théir
help with recent projects & programs:
Bert Boyson, Elizabeth Eisenberg, Don
Garber & Joyce Hornbecker -office
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Norm & Adele Taylor

M/M Richard Terrasi

Dr Robert Toffler*

M/M Walter Torrance

Town of Oxford

Town of Southbury

Town of Woodbury

United Water CT

Frances Voss

M/M Evan Walters

Mary Wanag

Mrs Lucian Warner*

Watertown Fire District
Company

Albin Weber Family

Brenda Weir

Abby Wells & Edoardo
Ginocchio*

Wellspring Foundation

Lynn Werner*

Dr/M Gary Westerman

Royal Whiting*

Evelyn Williams

M/M Christopher Wood*

Rick & Sandy Wood

M/M Neil Yarhouse*

Carol Ziske

Tom Zissu

Matching contributions
have been received from
the following:

Aetna Foundation

Arch Chemicals

ExxonMobil Foundation

IBM Matching Grants
Program

lllinois Tool Works
Foundation

Pitney Bowes

Names indicated with *
have contributed to both
the membership and
annual fund campaigns
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Return Service Requested

What is the Difference between a Pomperaug River Watershed Coalition Membership
and the Annual Fund Drive?

The Coalition has two main fundraisers each year: alddeship Campaign and an Annual Fund Drive. In November
2004 the Coalition launched its first Membership Campalgmecent months you may have received a letter frenCbalition
asking you to renew your membership. This letteraviive each year on the anniversary date that youlipifiéned.

Our second annual fundraising effort takes place in thie@p this is our Annual Fund Drive. At that time wé& as
members and the general community to contribute fundsgpmost the operations of the Coalition. Both Membersaiqsqifts
to the Annual Fund help the Coalition continue to dpantant work such as the Water Resources Management Plan,
Streamwalk Program, Critical Resources Mapping, and wagdity and quantity monitoring. We hope you willpesd
generously when asked, and help us continue to work to keepwater pure and plentiful

continued fromp. 2

Mapping of the Pomperaug Watershed is largely completed @irtmbw |
published in the future as a USGS bedrock geologic mapultRes the study arek
being incorporated into a hydrologic model of the Watsidbeing developed by|.
scientists from the USGS Water Science Center ihHadford, in order to bette
understand the total movement of water through the Watkesiethe flow
pathways of groundwater contaminants.

The same afternoon, Coalition Board member and locbgist Larry
Pond led Coalition members and friends on a geologydbile Watershed,
covering much of the same ground.

A reception for the visiting geologists and all tour gptnts followed

the historic Jabez Bacon house in Woodbury. 4 deseribesth
By Bill Burton Larry Pond describesthe

; complex and fascinating geology
U.S Geological Survey at Platt Farm in Southbury




