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“The information collected at this weather
station will help us better predict the effects

of land-use changes in the watershed.”
David Bjerklie, USGS Hydrologist

As you drive along Jack’s

Bridge Road in Woodbury and

cross the Weekeepeemee River, evaluate potential impacts of
development on our drinking watef

you may have seen this U. S.
Geological Survey (USGS)

Weather Station. The USGS
recently installed the weather

station to measure wind speed
and direction, relative humidity,

temperature and rainfall. The
weather station has been
installed at an existing stream

gauging station, which measures page 3 to learn how the Coalition

the depth and flow of the river.

The weather and streamflow anticipate future growth impacts b
information will assist the USGS developing a comprehensive wate
in calibrating a computer-based management plan for the

model of the Pomperaug

Watershed. This model will
provide a tool that can be used to

and on the quantity and quality of
water in our local rivers and
streams.

You can access the informatior
being collected by the weather
station and stream-gauging statiof
from the PRWC website (www.
pomperaug.org). See the article g

will help local communities

watershed

Many watershed residents have asked
what they can do to help keep our water
pure and plentiful. In addition to learning
about the many specific practices that

preserve water quality at home and at workshed. The volunteers collected

(a regular feature of future Newsletters),
you can support the Pomperaug River

Watershed Coalition and its efforts on youradded to the Coalition’s Stream-

behalf.
We invite you to become a vested
partner in our mission by joining with the

Twenty new volunteers joine
our on-going Streamwalk Progral
in June and worked over the
summer surveying the streams and
rivers in the Pomperaug Water-

information about the physical
state of the streams that will be

walk Program Report and
interactive web site coming this

fall (funded partially by a grant

Coalition as a member. The most import- from The Connecticut Communit

ant aspects of our mission are our scientifiEoundation). New volunteer

research projects and the coordination of
government and private entities to work

New Morning Store’s Streamteam o
the Weekeepeemee River in Jul

for this program are always
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welcome. More information

*
together toward the common goal of wateron the program is available o 0

protection. Together, as a collective

continued on page 3

the website or by calling )
(203) 267-1700.
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Contact Information

Phone: 203-267-170
FAX: 203-264-0222
Email: info@pomperaug.org

If you would like to receive
future issues of thé/atershed
Newsby emalil, please let us
know by phone or email.

PRWC Mission
The Pomperaug River Water-
shed Coalition will work to
protect the quality and quantity
of the Pomperaug River’'s
surface and subsurface waters
as well as the plants and
wildlife that contribute to its
natural beauty. This will be
done by providing a partner-
ship of local governments and
businesses, private interests,
environmental organizations
and concerned citizens which
will interact with the appro-
priate Regional, State and
Federal agencies. We shall
periodically report on the
status of our efforts to the
public and actively seek their
views.

The Pomperaug Watershed
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/5 ) Our Vice Chairman Larry Pond has

Our Board and its dedicated
Executive Committee have
accomplished much over the last year
and a half. In addition to our ongoing
oversight of the Coalition’s research
projects and development of a water
management plan, we have updated ou
strategic plan; developed a sustainable
funding plan; received two challenge
grants and hosted two successful event
at Mill House Antiques in Woodbury.

It has been a great joy and honor to

work with this

Board, other
volunteers, and our
gifted staff. We are
committed to
research using the
best available

scientific methods, and to sharing what
we learn here with other communities.
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We are pleased to welcome Mark
Schocken, PhD to our Board. Mark is a
chemist at Crompton Corporation with
expertise in the biological and chemical
aspects of environmental analysis and
water quality assessment. He chairs ou
Water Quality Committee that is
working to develop a surface and
ground water monitoring program to
safeguard the
watershed’s
water quality.
See our
website for a
listing of the
full Board of
Directors.

gvatershed. He is currently spearheadi

been very busy this past year! Larry is
working with the United States
Geological Survey coordinating our
research with theirs here in Connecticu
including the re-mapping of the bedroc
geology of the Pomperaug Basin.

r He has presented many educationa
programs for watershed residents on th
geologic history and hydrology of the

our efforts to coordinate the watershed
towns’ aquifer protection requirements.
You may also get a glimpse of Larry ag
he takes researchers, municipal and st
officials and others for an aerial tour of
our watershed in his airplane.
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‘_aurie Giannotti began working with
the Coalition in April,2003. She is a
certified professional geologist and
planner and has a Masters of Science
degree in Environmental Science and
Geographic Information Systems from
the University of New Haven. Laurie
comes to the Coalition after seven
successful years in outreach education
with the UConn Cooperative Extension
Service NEMO Project. About the
PRWC, Giannotti says]t‘is a pleasure
to be working with such motivated and
dedicated volunteers and researchers.
am excited to be part of such cutting-
edge watershed planning.”
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millions of gallons of water a day to 2
continued from page 1 towns both in and out of the
watershed. Currently, as permitted 1573/
whole, we can be more effective thathe CT DEP, the volume of water to 5
individual voices. So join us -- lend be withdrawn be from the river/ 15
your voice by becoming a member o&quifer system exceeds U.S.
the Pomperaug River Watershed  Geological Survey estimates of the

Coalition. actual capacity of that system. In The Coalition has teamed up
There are several levels at whichaddition, the population of the with three other local environ-
you can support the Coalition. Pomperaug Watershed is predicted tfiental organizations to offer a

During the first year of our member-increase by 20% in the next 30 yearsspeakers bureau” to civic and
ship campaign each person, family, Development in surrounding towns pusiness groups in the watershed
business or organization that joins drawing water from the Pomperaug such as women'’s clubs, business
will be considered a Charter MembeAquifer (Watertown, Middlebury, ancassociations, Rotary and Lions’
and will be acknowledged inthe  Oxford) is also accelerating. If wateClubs, church groups, and scout
Annual Report. Members will resources are not managed carefullfroops. Flanders Nature Center &
receive theVatershed Newsotices reduced water availability will affect |_and Trust, the Southbury Land
of special events, and a watershed both neighboring towns and the Trust, Audubon Connecticut, and
map. Watershed towns (Bethlehem, the Pomperaug River Watershed
Watch the mail or check our  Woodbury, Southbury, Morris, Rox- Coalition are not-for-profit organ-
website for an invitation from the  bury, Watertown, and Washington). jzations in the watershed whose
Board of Directors to become a One of the Coalition’s most missions involve the protection,
member of the one organization  important goals is to produce a Watgjreservation, and stewardship of
whose sole purpose is to protect andanagement Plan for the Pomperaugnd, water, and wildlife.
preserve the water resources of our Watershed. The plan will develop The four organizations repre-
own local geographical area — the science-based, sustainable water sent a tremendous local resource
resources thalll residents in the allocation and management policiesin experience and expertise, and
Pomperaug Watershed, human and and will be the first of its kind in Newknowledgeable speakers from
non-human, rely upon! We are England. The management plan wilthese groups are available to make
grateful to the Nonprofit Assistance pull together research being done fopresentations tailored to a variety
Initiative (a joint project of the CT  the Coalition by the U. S. Geologic of audiences. Guided hikes and

Community Foundation & United  Survey, the University of tours of land trust properties are
Way of Greater Waterbury) forits Massachusetts, and the University ofiso available.

support of our new membership andConnecticut. Some of the many programs and
donor initiatives. The Coalition received a very  talks that have been presented

generous grant from the State of  jnclude:
Connecticut through Senator Deluca’s Open Space: The Watershed

* :
office to support the research. The Connection
# first draft of the management plan Geology of the Pomperaug Valley,
was presented at the Coalition’s Backyard Stewardship
The Pomperaug River and its September Annual Meeting and can  Fishing the Pomperaug
aquifer (underground water) are ~ P€ accessed on our website. Renewable Energy
recognized by the Connecticut Organic Gardening
Department of Environmental Maple Sugaring
Protection (CT DEP), the Central Birds of the Watershed
Naugatuck Valley Council of Local Land Use Boards and the
; . Blue heron . .
Governments, and multiple munici- on the Preservation of the Environment
pal, community and environmental Pomperaug Contact information:
groups as resources that are under Audubon 264-5098; Flander263-4511;
pressure from population growth. PRWC:267-1700; SLT264-4441
The Pomperaug Aquifer supplies
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Q: What is a watershed, anyway?

A: No matter where you live, work, or
play, you are in awatershed A watershed is
a geographic area in which all the water
running off the land drains to a specific

location — in our case, the Pomperaug River

(which in turn drains into the Housatonic, a
then into Long Island Sound). The map to
right shows the boundaries (the highest
elevations) of our watershed. All the rain tk
falls within those boundaries eventually
makes its way to the Pomperaug, either
underground or via the rivers and streams;
while the water outside those boundaries
moves toward another local river (e.g., the

nd
the

nat

Shepaug or the Naugatuck). Rain that soaks

into the ground helps replenish underground

glacial deposits that store water, called
aquifers. All the drinking water in the

Pomperaug Watershed comes either from the

aquifer or from private wells dug into bedro

ck.




