CASE

he Pomperaug River Watershed
T Coalition is a nonprofit located

in western Connecticut. The
Coalition began in 1999, when a drought
and a proposed industrial water withdrawal
helped local residents realize the need for
better understanding of the ecological
requirements of their river and how it
interacts with their underground water
supply (aquifer). Six years later, research in
the Pomperaug watershed and the
Coalition’s management plan provide a
model for water managers nationally. The
internet and other technology play a key
role in planning, educating and fundraising,
augmenting the efforts of our staff.

The Pomperaug River Watershed Coalition

NN Bending Technology to Our Will

GIS skills and relies on the regional
planning agency for analysis and map
making,.

Educating

An interesting combination of technology is
used in our stormwater education program,
We have access to a hand held global
positioning system (GPS), which connects
to a palm pilot that can capture GPS data.
The hardware was acquired through
Stormwater Phase II funding by our
regional planning agency. Our staff was
trained by the regional planning agency to
capture the locations of catch basins and
pipes discharging into rivers or wetlands.
We then trained an intern
to complete the mapping
for one of our towns this

Planning R
The Coalition wanted a PO:\{PPRFXL(—’ REV ER
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plan that would be easy

to access, update and

utilize making the

internet the perfect

venue. Our management plan
can be downloaded in full, or
the user can get to a specific topic
by clicking on that box in a flow
chart. Staff can update the plan from
our office. Technology allows us to make
our management plan a living document
providing best management practices as
they become available,

Mapping

Our Land Use Committee is using our
geographic information system (GI5S) to
complete an analysis of lands in the
watershed that are critical to its health, The
Committee has developed criteria to target
open and low intensity land uses that are
adjacent to water or above the aquifer and
can be converted to a more intense use in
the future. The GIS maps are provided in
hard copy and digitally to groups such as
watershed land trusts to facilitate their
acquisition efforts. Our staff has user level

summer. The data

collected will be

transferred to our GI5 and

maps will be made to show

people how stormwater
travels through their
neighborhoods. Our research
teams will also use the data to

identify ‘connected impervious’

surfaces (those areas that move water
directly to rivers or wetlands disrupting the
hydrologic cycle) helping us assess impacts
from development.

Outreach

Cur outreach efforts are also extended by
using the internet. To create materials, we
use typical word processing software in
combination with digital photo editing
software and a portable document file
maker. Educational opportunities offered
on our website include downloadable
research results, newsletters and other
publications; links to help people take
action; a calendar; an interactive stream
walk map and real-time stream flow
information.
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