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�����When Dr. Marc Taylor, Larry 
Pond and Dick Leavenworth began 
to think about forming a new 
watershed group to protect the 
Pomperaug Watershed and its 
aquifer, it was only natural that 
they turned to the Housatonic 
Valley Association for assistance.  
The Pomperaug flows into the 
Housatonic River in Southbury, 
and what happens in the 
Pomperaug Watershed ultimately 
affects the Housatonic. 
     Taylor had been a member of 
HVA since the 1980s and knew 
that Executive Director Lynn 
Werner would be able to advise 
the group.  He said, “Lynn was 
most supportive in helping to 
pattern what we did here.”  
Werner’s connections and HVA’s 
reputation in the environmental 
community helped the Coalition 

save valuable start-up time and 
provided resources toward the 
Coalition’s development.   
     Taylor cited the guidance 
provided by HVA in land pro-
tection strategies and mapping 
using Geographic Information 
System technology as examples of 
the expertise HVA has shared with 
the Coalition. 
     “Lynn Werner has been one of 
the Coalition’s Directors since the 
beginning and helped to write a 
grant that got us critical start-up 
funding,” Taylor said.  HVA and 
the Coalition have worked closely 
over the past five years and Taylor 
currently serves as a vice-president 
of HVA.  HVA staffers sit on 
Coalition task forces, lending their 
technical assistance and sharing 
experiences.   
�����The two groups have co-
sponsored a forum for state and 
local officials and water company 
executives about public water 
supply protection and open space.  
They have partnered at New 

Morning Store’s annual Earth Day 
celebration with an educational 
exhibit and booth.  Scheduled for 
June 11 and 13 is a joint educa-
tional program about invasive 
species which will include a hike 
along the Pomperaug. 
     For more information about 
HVA, call 860-672–6678 or visit 
its web site at www.hvatoday.org. 
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     As the land emerges from its peaceful winter slumber and new growth unfolds, 
spring is a time to remember how bountiful our natural resources are.  The Pomperaug 
River Watershed Coalition’s mission is to ensure that bounty as it works to protect and 
preserve our community’s waters, so necessary for our drinking, household, and 
recreational uses.   
     There is much each of us can do to keep our water clean and plentiful.  Future 
issues of Watershed News will outline specific steps you can take to avoid 
contaminants and conserve supplies.  You can also visit the “Protect Your Watershed” 
section of our web site.   
     The Coalition’s Annual Fund Drive is kicking off this Spring and we hope you will 
respond generously when we contact you.  Your gift to the Annual Fund helps the 

Coalition do important work such as the Water Resources Management Plan, Streamwalk Program, critical 
resources mapping, stream gauges (see related article), water quality monitoring, and more.  The Coalition 
continues to foster a partnership among local governments, businesses, environmental organizations and 
private citizens and regional, state and federal agencies.   As a collaborative organization, the Coalition 
can effect greater changes than any of us could on our own to ensure the health and vibrancy of the 
Pomperaug Watershed. 

Woodbury First Selectman Richard 
Crane receives a Community 
Leadership Award from Lynn Werner 
and Marc Taylor for efforts benefiting 
the Pomperaug Watershed 
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     “Nonnewaug” is one of the 
most commonly used Algonquian 
place names in the Pomperaug 
Watershed. Some mystery is 
attached to the exact meaning of 
the name, however.  It is popularly 
considered a reference to a Native 
American person known as the 
Sachem Nonnewaug, but Indian 
place names more often refer to 
land use rather than ownership.  
The person was the Sachem 
(Keeper of the Peace) at the place 
called Nonnewaug, so perhaps the 
word was more of a title rather 
than his actual name.  
     A study has recently been 
proposed through the office of the 
State Archeologist to determine if 

a row of boulders in the Nonne-
waug River may actually be the 
origin of the name Nonnewaug, 
the “Fresh Water Fishing Place,” 
perhaps a native description of a 
stone fish weir. 
      A fish weir is any sort of 
device that traps or concentrates 
fish, making them easier to catch.  
In 1947, Claude C. Coffin, a 
member of the Connecticut 
Archeological Society, docu-
mented two different types of 
weirs along the Housatonic River.  
He described wooden stake weirs 
at the mouth of the river, as well 
as “stone walls” farther up the 
river, “built at an angle of about 
seventy five degrees and heading 
upstream (Figure 10).”  Coffin 
goes on to say, "these fish weirs 
were numerous for miles along the 
river, as far as the shad and other 
fish went to their spawning 
grounds.”  He describes the stones 

as being “quite large, and it would 
require two men to handle them.”  
       The stones that compose the 
Nonnewaug weir are about four 
feet long and two feet wide and 
high, possibly the size Coffin 
infers.  Coffin seemed to be 
drawing the remains of V- shaped 
weirs, while the Nonnewaug weir 
appears to be a diagonal row of 
boulders that spanned the river, 
now partially buried at its down-
stream end and damaged and 
eroded at the other.  The weir is 
located at a place that would have 
been an ideal spot to smoke and 
dry the fish caught in the trap.    
     A Master's thesis by Allen 
Lutins entitled "Prehistoric 
Fishweirs in Eastern North 
America" (State University of 
New York at Binghamton, May 
1992) can be found at: 
 www.lutins.org/thesis.html.  

 

Possible Native American fish weir on the Nonnewaug 
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The Coalition needs YOU…to understand 
the impacts your actions in your home and 
on your property have on our water.  Look 
for our insert in Voices this spring.  It will 
include information about what you can do 
to protect water.  For now, please visit the 
“Protect Your Watershed” section of our 
website www.pomperaug.org.  
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� to Coalition volunteers 
Annemarie DeLuca and Ed and Christine 
Edelson!  Annemarie has been guiding a 
Coalition Task Force planning for the 
Coalition’s financial future, and the 
Edelsons, new owners of the Cornucopia 
Bed and Breakfast on Route 6 in 
Southbury, hosted the meetings of the 
Task Force at their beautiful B & B.  We 
are grateful indeed for the assistance of 
these volunteers as we work to ensure the 
sustainability of the Coalition. 


